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" And lo ! I am a miserable man, because I have followed after you. Prince of men !"
And Giovanni gazed at his companion, who stood there beautiful as day and night. And he said to him :
a Through you it is I suffer, and I love you. I love you because you are my misery and my pride, my joy and my sorrow, the splendour and the cruelty of things created, because you are desire and speculation, and because you have made me like unto yourself. For verily your promise in the Garden, in the dawn of this world's days, was not vain, and I have tasted the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil, O Satan."
Presently Giovanni resumed again.
" I know, I see, I feel, I will, I suffer. And I love you for all the ill you have done me. I love you, because you have undone me."
And, leaning on the Archangel's shoulder, the man wept bitterly.